Prime Minister’s Message on U.S. Military Support
(Draft / Provisional Translation)
April 4, 2011

To All U.S. Military Members and everyone involved in Operation Tomodachi

On behalf of the people of Japan, | sincerely express deep appreciation to the
tremendous support provided by the U.S. military, the U.S. government and the
American people at the time of Japan’s unprecedented crisis.

Immediately after the disaster, USS Ronald Reagan rushed to the Sanriku area.
Currently, ground, navy, air and marine forces, with high pride and passion, are
supporting disaster relief efforts at an extraordinary scale. | personally received

from President Obama, words of warm and strong pledge of support for Japan. Not
only the victims of the disaster hit areas, but also the entire Japanese people are
deeply moved and encouraged by the scenes of U.S. military members working hard to
support the relief efforts.

Both Japan and the United States are true “TOMODACHI” that share basic values such
as democracy and respect for human rights. Faced with such a massive disaster, no
time like the present that | feel so strongly about our friendship with the United States.
Swift and strong support provided by your country is testament of the enduring bond

that the Japan-U.S. Alliance has fostered for over a half a century.
Japan, with your continuous cooperation, is determined to launch full-scale efforts to
overcome the challenges ahead of us. Again, | would like to express my heartfelt

appreciation to all of your tremendous support and friendship.

Naoto Kan, Prime Minister of Japan
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