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Statement of Position

The intent of this position paper is to address issues surrounding the use of legacy peripherals in the NMCI environment.

To try and preserve current investment in PC peripheral devices the Information Strike Force (ISF) will attempt to migrate those local devices currently connected to a user’s legacy PC to the user’s new NMCI seat when ordered.  Not all legacy devices will work in a Windows 2000 environment but a “best effort” attempt will be made to migrate those devices that have been certified by Microsoft to work with the Windows 2000 operating system.  

This paper only applies to legacy peripheral devices.  All software required to be migrated must be designated as legacy applications and must follow the legacy applications certification process. 

Details

To determine whether a peripheral device has been certified by Microsoft to work with Windows 2000 you can check the Windows 2000 compatibility web site at http://www.microsoft.com/windows2000/server/howtobuy/upgrading/compat/default.asp.  Please note that only those devices actually certified by Microsoft will be migrated.   These devices will not be provided with maintenance or support.  If a problem occurs with one of these devices the ISF help desk and local staff will only provide “best effort” to remedy the problem.  If this does not successfully resolve the problem the user will be requested to order a replacement device from CLIN 0023.

The following guidelines apply to specific devices:

Printers

Legacy desktop printers that are certified to work with Windows 2000 will be connected by default to the LPT1 port on the desktop, but may be connected to the USB port if required.  These printers will not be configured to support the option of being shared.

Scanners

Legacy scanners that are TWAIN32 compliant and plug into parallel or USB ports will be migrated if they are certified for Windows 2000.  Scanner software will not be migrated unless designated as a legacy application.  Microsoft Word 2000 and PowerPoint 2000 will be the default scanning software.

CD-RW Drives

External CD-RW drives that are certified to work with Windows 2000 and connect to parallel or USB ports will be migrated.  CD-RW software will not be migrated unless designated as a legacy application.  Adaptec Easy CD Creator will be the default CD creation software.

DVD Drives

NMCI seats include DVD drive capability so no legacy DVD drives will be supported.

CD Drives

NMCI seats include CD drive capability so no legacy CD drives will be supported.

Speakers

NMCI seats (except Thin Client) come with speakers, however current speakers can be migrated as long as no special audio card is required.

Monitors

NMCI seats come with monitors, however if a large monitor or LCD Flat Panel is in use it can be migrated as long as it is certified with Windows 2000 and will work with the NMCI graphics card.

Personal Digital Assistants (PDA)

PDAs such as Palm, Visor, and WINCE devices will be supported.  Synchronization software will not be migrated unless designated as a legacy application.  Palm Desktop Software will be the default synchronization program.

Networking

No non-NMCI certified networking equipment will be allowed.

Controller Cards

Specialized controller cards such as TV Tuners, Firewire cards, some IDE and SCSI cards will not be supported.  If a user requires these devices an Enhanced Hybrid or S&T seat should be considered.

BIOs Compatability

Bios is an important aspect to Windows 2000 Compatibility. BIOs upgrades may be required for peripheral devices to work correctly with Windows 2000. For more information check the Microsoft Compatibility page at http://www.microsoft.com/windows2000/server/howtobuy/upgrading/compat/biosissue.asp . NMCI is not responsible for cost of BIOs upgrade or data loss associated with BIOS upgrades.

Future Implications

All future peripheral devices should be procured from the CLIN 0023 catalog.  This is to ensure compatibility across the Navy and Marine Corps, to ensure that software support for the devices in included with the NMCI seat and to ensure that the products are certified to work in the NMCI environment. On an ongoing basis products may be added to CLIN0023.
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