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FLEET MAINTENANCE OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-7000

23 April 2001

Dear Mr. Karnella,

As you are aware, the U.S. Navy is preparing
the required environmental documentation for the
relocation of the Ehime Maru for recovery of the
lost crew members and their personal effects. W
are doing so with the participation of the
Japanese government, and in close coordination
and with full and active participation and
support from the National Marine Fisheries
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

In furtherance of this effort, and in
compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act, we request a list of threatened and
endangered species that you consider to be of
concern in the areas where the Proposed Action i
to take place. The areas include the location
where the Ehime Maru went down (about nine miles
south of Diamond Head) and from which it will be
relocated; the corridors to potential berthing
sites for recovery of crew members and their
effects; the potential berthing sites (Reef
runway 21 17.6N / 157 55 .8W; Leeward Coast - PH
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Channel to Barber’s Point 21 17.5 N /158 00.8 W;
Oahu - Waianae Coast 21 19.8 N / 158 08.3 W;
Penguin Banks 20 53.5 N / 157 45.0 W; Southwest
Molokai 21 05.0 N / 157 17.0 W); and the corridor
to the proposed relocation site for the vessel
(21 O5N / 158 06 W).

In addition, we would also like to request a
list of marine mammals that may be expected to
occur in the areas outlined above and that are of
concern to your agency under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act.

These lists are being requested in order to
quickly initiate an informal consultation process
and expedite receipt of a concurrence letter,
Biological Opinion, or memorandum of
understanding regarding the potential impacts to
any listed species.

I would like to thank you in advance for
your expeditious handling of this request.

Sincerely,

W. R. EMM
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
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Ms. Barbara Maxfield, Acting Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Pacific Islands Ecoregion

P.O. Box 50088

300 Ala Moana Blvd. Rm. 3108
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96850

Copy to:

Mr. John Naughton

Pacific Islands Area Office

National Marine Fisheries Service
Southwest Region

1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110
Honolulu, HI 96814-4700

Ms. Margaret Dupree

Pacific Islands Area Office

National Marine Fisheries Service
Southwest Region

1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110
Honolulu, Hi 96814-4700
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FLEET MAINTENANCE OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-7000

23 April 2001

Dear Mr. Karnella,

As you are aware, the U.S. Navy is preparing
the required environmental documentation for the
relocation of the Ehime Maru for recovery of the
lost crew members and their personal effects. We
are doing so with the participation of the
Japanese government, and in close coordination
and with full and active participation and
support from the National Marine Fisheries
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

In furtherance of this effort, we request
any available data, or information your agency
may have on designated Essential Fishery Habitat
that you consider to be of concern in the areas
where the Proposed Action is to take place. The
areas include the location where the Ehime Maru
went down (about nine miles south of Diamond
Head) and from which it will be relocated, the
corridors to potential berthing sites for
recovery of crew members and their effects, the
potential berthing sites (Reef runway 21 17.6N /
157 55 .8W; Leeward Coast - PH Channel to
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Barber’'s Point 21 17,5 N /158 00.8 W; Oahu. —
Waianae Coast 21 19.8 N / 158 08.3 W; Penguin
Banks 20 53.5 N / 157 45.0 W; Southwest Molokai
21 05.0 N / 157 17.0 W); and the corridor to the
proposed deepwater relocation site for the vess:
(21 O5N / 158 06 W).

In addition, we also request some examples
of Essential Fishery Habitat analyses that have
been included in recent environmental
documentation in the Hawaiian waters in general
and in the areas outlined above specifically.
Any assistance and guidance your agency can
provide in addressing the Essential Fishery
Habitat issue would be greatly appreciated.

I would like to thank you in advance for
your expeditious handling of this request.

. R
Rear Admiral, U.S. Nav

Mr. Charles Karnella

Southwest Region Administrator,
Pacific Islands Area Office,
National Marine Fisheries Service
1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1110
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96814-4700
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Copy to:

Mr. John Naughton

Pacific Islands Area Office

National Marine Fisheries Service
Southwest Region

1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110
Honolulu, HI 96814-4700
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FLEET MAINTENANCE OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-7000

23 April 2001

Dear Ms. Maxfield:

As you are aware, the U.S. Navy is preparing
the required environmental documentation for the
relocation of the Ehime Maru for recovery of the
lost crew members and their personal effects. We
are doing so with the participation of the
Japanese government, and in close coordination
with, and full and active participation and
support from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Marine Fisheries Service.

In furtherance of this effort, and in
compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act, we request a list of threatened and
endangered species that you consider to be of
concern in the areas where the Proposed Action i
to take place. The areas include the location
where the Ehime Maru went down (about nine miles
south of Diamond Head) and from which it will be
relocated, the corridors to potential berthing
sites for recovery of crew members and their
effects, the potential berthing sites (Reef
runway 21 17.6N / 157 55 .8W; Leeward Coast - PH
Channel to Barber’s Point 21 17.5 N /158 00.8 W;
Oahn ~ Maianae Coast 21 19.8 N/ 158 (8.3 W;
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Penguin Banks 20 53.5 N / 157 45.0 W; Southwest
Molokai 21. 05.0 N / 157 17.0 W), and the corridoz
to the proposed deepwater relocation site for the
vessel (21 O5N / 158 06 W).

This list is being requested in order to
quickly initiate an informal consultation process
and expedite receipt of a concurrence letter,
Biological Opinion, or memorandum of
understanding regarding the potential impacts to
any listed species.

I would like to thank you in advance for
your expeditious handling of this request.

Sincerely,

W. R. KLEMM
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Ms. Barbara Maxfield, Acting Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Pacific Islands Ecoregion

P.0. Box 50088

300 Ala Moana Blvd. Rm. 3108
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96850
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Copy to:

Michael Molina, Marine Biologist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Pacific Ecoregion Office

300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3-122
Honolulu, HI 96813
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

W.R. Klemm

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Fleet Maintenance Officer
Commander in Chief

U.S. Pacific Fleet

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 96860-7000

April 30, 2001

Dear Admiral Klemm,

This responds to your request received April 25, 2001, for a list of threatened and endangered
species that may be found in the areas of the proposed action to relocate the Ehime Maru for
recovery of crew members and their effects. We provide the following information under our
statutory authorities under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq., and the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.
(MMPA). The following is a list of protected species that may be found in all of the possible
berthing sites including, Oahu-Reef Runway (21 17.6N/157 55.8W); Oahu-Leeward Coast, Pearl
Harbor Channel to Barbers Point (21 17.5N/158 00.8W); Oahu-Waianae Coast (21 19.8N/158
08.3W); Molokai-Penguin Banks (20 53.5N/157 45.0W); Molokai-Southwest Molokai (21
05.0N/158 06W); and the corridor to the proposed relocation site (21 05N/158 06W). These
species may also be found in the area where the Ehime Maru is currently located, about nine
miles south of Diamond Head, Oahu.

- Threatened green turtles (Chelonia mydas), and endangered hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys
imbricata) occur in the waters off of Oahu and Molokai. Endangered humpback whales
(Megaptera novaeangliae) are found offshore during the winter breeding season (December-
May). Endangered sperm whales (Physeter macrocephalus) are found offshore of Oahu and
Molokai year round. Endangered Hawaiian monk seals (Monachus schauinslandi) are also
found 1n the nearshore waters and beaches of Oahu and Molokai.

Additionally, all marine mammals are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1361 ef seq. (MMPA). Marine mammals occurring in the waters off
Oahu and Molokai include:

Bryde’s whale (Balaenoptera edeni)
Cuvier’s beaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris)
Pygmy sperm whale (Kogia breviceps)
Dwarf sperm whale (Kogia simus)
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Melon-headed whale ( Peponocephala electra)

Pygmy killer whale (Feresa attenuata)

False killer whale (Pseudorca crassidens)

Killer whale (Orcinus orca)

Short finned pilot whale (Globicephala macrorhynchus)
Spinner dolphins (Stenella lorgirostris)

Striped dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba)

Pantropical spotted dolphin (Stenella attenuata)
Common dolphin (Delphinus delphis)

Risso’s dolphin (Grampus griseus)

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will continue its coordination with the U.S. Navy
during this effort. Should you have further questions regarding protected species in waters
around Hawaii and/or the section 7 process, please contact Margaret Dupree at (808) 973-2937
or fax (808) 973-2941.
Sincerely,
ebecca Lent, Ph.D.

Regional Administrator

cc: Leona Stevenson
Randy Gallien
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DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS,
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM

BENJAMINJ. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

SEW F. NAYA, Ph.D.
DIRECTOR

SHARON 5. NARIMATSU
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

DAVID W. BLANE
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF PLANNING

OFFICE OF PLANNING

235 South Beretania Streat, 6th Fioor, Honolulu, Hawail 96813
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2359, Honolulu, Hawaii 86804
Ref. No. P-9085

May 11, 2001
Mr. George Young
Chief, Regulatory Branch
U.S. Army Enginecr District, Honolulu
Building 230
Fort Shafter, Hawaii 96858-5440
Attention: Ms, Lolly Silva

Dear Mr. Young:

Yolephone; (808) 587-2646
Fax: (808) 567-2624

Subject: Hawaii Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program Review for Relocating the Ehime

Maru, South Oahu, Department of the¢ Army Permit File No. 200100303

The Hawaii CZM Program has reviewed the U.S. Navy proposal to relocate the Ehime Maru
from its present location on the seafloor at 2 depth of 2,000 feet, 8 nautical miles south of Oahu, to a
location 0.5 - 0.75 nautical miles south of the Honolulu Airport Reef Runway. It is our understanding
that the shallow water location is temporary and will facilitate recovery of crew members missing since a
collision with the USS Greeneville and subsequent sinking on February 9, 2001. Also, residual fuel and
oil will be removed and the ship prepared for deep water disposal. On this basis, we do not have any

objections to the proposal.

Thank you for consulting with our CZM Program. 1f you have any questions, please call John

Nakagawa of our CZM Program at 587-2878.

Sincerely,

avid W. Blane, AICP
Dircctor
Office of Planning

c: YRandy Gallien, U.S. Army Space & Missile Defense Command
U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, Pacific Arca Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Ecoregion
Wendy Wiltsie, U.S. Environmenta) Protection Agency
Department of Health, Clean Water Branch
Department of Land & Natural Resources,
Planning & Technical Services Branch
Department of Planning and Permitting, City & County of Honolulu
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pacific Islands Ecoregion
300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3-122
Box 50088
Honolulu, Hawaii 96850

In Reply Refer To: CMH

W. R. Klemm

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Commander in Chief

U.S. Pacific Fleet MAY 21 200l
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 96860-7000

Re:  Request for Species List for Relocation of the F/V Ehime Maru

Dear Rear Admiral Klemm:

On April 23, 2001, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your letter requesting a
species list for the proposed action of relocating the F/V Ehime Maru for recovery of the lost
crew members and their personal effects. The proposed action involves movement of the vessel
in the following project area: the location where the F/V Ehime Maru went down (about nine
miles south of Diamond Head) and from which it will be relocated, the corridors to potential
berthing sites for recovery of crew members and their effects, the potential berthing sites (Reef
runway 21 17.6 N/ 157 55.8 W; Leeward Coast - PH Channel to Barber's Point 21 17.5 N/ 158
00.8 W; Oahu - Waianae Coast 21 19.8 N/ 158 08.3 W; Penguin Banks 20 53.5 N/ 157 45.0 W:
Southwest Molokai 21 05.0 N/ 157 17.0 W), and the corridor to the proposed deepwater
relocation site for the vessel (21 05 N/ 158 06 W).

We have reviewed information contained in your Coordinating Draft Environmental Assessment
and in our files, including maps prepared by the Hawaii Natural Heritage Program and the
Service’s National Wetlands Inventory Program. To the best of our knowledge, the following
federally listed species may occur in the project area:

Common Name Hawaiian Name Scientific Name Federal Status
Hawaiian duck koloa maoli Anas wyvilliana endangered
Hawaiian coot alae ke'oke’o Fulica alai endangered
Hawaiian moorhen ‘alae ‘ula Gallinula chloropus sandvicensis  endangered
Hawaiian stilt ae'o Himantopus mexicanus knudseni  endangered
Hawaiian dark- ua'u Prerodroma phaeopygia endangered
rumped petrel sandwichensis

Newell’s shearwater Puffinus auricularis newelli threatened
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In addition to these listed species, the band-rumped storm petrel (Oceanodroma castro), a
- candidate species, may also occur in the project area.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed project. If you have
questions regarding these comments, please contact Fish and Wildlife Biologist Lorena Wada by
phone at (808) 541-3441.

Sincerely,

Paul Henson
Field Supervisor
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FLEET MAINTENANCE OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-7000

29 May 2001

Enclosed for your use and information, please.
find a copy of the Draft Ehime Maru Environmental
Assessment (EA). As you know, threatened and
endangered species under the jurisdiction of the
National Marine Fisheries Service have been
evaluated in the EA with the intent that the EA
will stand in for a Biological Assessment (BA).

We are requesting an informal consultation
under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act,
with the anticipation of a no affect
determination as to potential impacts to the
humped-back whale, sperm whale, Hawaiian monk
seal, green sea turtle, and hawks-bill sea
turtle. The EA indicates the probability of the
sea turtle species foraging or resting in the
area of the Proposed Action is very low as is the
probability of Hawaiian monk seals being in the
areas potentially impacted by the recovery and
relocation activities. The whale species would
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not be expected to be in the area of the Proposed

Action during the recovery and relocation
activities.

With the implementation of the project
actions as presented in the EA, the use of Best
Management Practices, and implementation of
activities outlined in the Incident Action Plan,

there will be no affect on any of these marine
mammals and sea turtles.

Sincerely,

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Ms. Margaret Dupree

Pacific Islands Protected Species Program
National Marine Fisheries Service

Pacific Islands Area Office

1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-4700
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FLEET MAINTENANCE OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-7000

29 May 2001

Dear Mr. Everson,

Enclosed for your use and information, please
find a copy of the Draft Ehime Maru Environmental
Assessment (EA). As you know, Essential Fish
Habitat (EFH) under the jurisdiction of the
National Marine Fisheries Service have been
evaluated in the EA, with the intent that the EFH
discussions integrated into the EA will stand in
for a more formal EFH discussion that is usually
placed in an appendix or a specific section.

We are requesting an informal consultation
under the Magnuson-Stevens Act EFH requirements.
The analysis in the EA, and the efforts of NMFS,
USFWS, and DLNR staff, assisted in the selection
of a least damaging alternative location at the
Reef Runway shallow-water recovery site to
conduct the recovery actions. With the
implementation of the project actions as
presented in the EA, the use of Best Management
Practices, and implementation of activities
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outlined in the Incident Action Plan, there will
be no affect on Essential Fish Habitat.

Sincerely,

W. R. KLEMM
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Mr. Alan Everson

Fisheries Biologist

National Marine Fisheries Service
Pacific Islands Area Office

1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-4700
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FLEET MAINTENANCE OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-7000

29 May 2001

Dear Dr. Henson,

Enclosed for your use and information, please
find a copy of the Draft Ehime Maru Environmental
Assessment (EA). As you know, threatened and
endangered species under the jurisdiction of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have been
evaluated in the EA with the intent that the EA
will stand in for a Biological Assessment (BA).

We are requesting formal consultation under
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, with the
anticipation of a may affect determination as to
potential impacts to two seabirds species
(Hawaiian dark-rumped petrel and Newell’s
shearwater). The EA indicates the probability of
Hawaiian dark-rumped petrel and Newell’s
shearwater foraging in the area of the Proposed
Action is very low.

We have concluded that the Proposed Action
would not affect waterbirds (Hawaiian black-
necked stilt, Hawaiian coot, Hawaiian duck,
Hawaiian moorhen). With the implementation of
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the project actions as presented in the EA, use
of Best Management Practices, and implementation
of activities outlined in the Incident Action
Plan, there will be no affect on any of these
four waterbird species.

We appreciate your prompt attention to this
matter and your agreement to act by 1 June 2001
in order to support this important action. If we
can assist you in this process, please contact
LCDR Neil Sheehan at 471-4954.

Sincerely,

W. R.
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Dr. Paul Henson

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 50088

300 Ala Moana Boulevard

Room 3108

Honolulu, Hawaii 96580
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Fhres of Southwest Region

Pacific Island Area Office
1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suire 1110
Honolulu, Hawali 96814-004T

May 31, 2001

Fleet Maintenance Officer
Commander in Chief

U.S. Pacific Flaet

250 Makalapa Drive

Pearl Harbor, HI 96B&0-7000

Dear Admiral Klemm:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the
Ehime Maru Draft Environmental Assessment (EA). The purpose of
the proposed action is the safe recovery of the crew members,
personal effects, and certain unique characteristic components
from the Ehime Maru. Action areas evaluated include the current
location of the vessel at a depth of approximately 2,000 feet, 3
nautical miles south of Diamond Head, the preferred shallow water
recovery site located 0.5 to 0.75 nautical miles offshore of the
Honolulu Airport reef runway at a depth of approximately 115 ft,
and a deep-water relocation site outside of State waters at a
depth in excess of 6,000 ft. This letter is provided in
aceordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16
U.8.C. 1831 et, seq.), Section 305(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act
(16 U.S.C. 1855(b), the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA)
and Executive Order No. 13089 pertaining to the protection of
coral reefs. We offer the following comments on the draft EA.

NMFS appreciates the efforts made by the Navy to work with the
contractors and the resource agencies (NMFS, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS), and the State of Hawaii Department of
Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)). This cooperative work
initiated during the project scoping process has cont inued
throughout the development of the EA.

Coral Reefs, Executive Order No. 130859,

Potential exists for damage to corals during the transit from the
vessels current location to the shallow water recovery site as a
result of diesel fuel or other petroleum products seeping from
the vessel. The EA includes an adequate continency plan for
control of inadvertent releases of oil. Incident accident plans
nave been developed to ensure timely and effective response
actiong and protection of the environment. The plan would
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include the use of Naval Sea System Command Emergency response
equipment and local commercial response equipment.

Potential also existe for damage to corals from the placement of
the Ehime Maru and the anchoring of support vessels at the
shallow water recovery site. However, through the cooperative
multi-agency working group, resource agency biologists from NMFS,
FWS, and State DLNR have worked closely with the contractors and
the Navy to identify an appropriate primary shallow water
recovery site which will minimize damage to coral reefs and other
marine resources

Essential Fish Habitat/FWCA
All three of the action areas are located within EFH designated
under the following Fisheries Management Plans (FMP) :

. Bottomfish and Seamount Groundfish (Amendment 6)
. Pelagic (Amendment B)
. Crustaceans (Amendment 10)

The EA concludes that the proposed action will not adversely
affect EFH deaignated under the various FMPs. Provided that
measures outlined in the EA for the control of inadvertent
releases of oil and the protection of bottom habitat are
implemented, NMFS concurs that the potential for impacts to EFH
are minimal and additional EFH conservation recommendations will
not be necessary. A Department of the Army permit issued by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be required for the placement
of the vessel at the shallow water recovery site. Further
comments may be provided during the permit review period.

Endangered Species Act

In response to your letter of May 29, 2001, requesting informal
consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et geg.) and our review of the
EA and related documents, NMFS concurs with your determination
that listed species and/or critical habitat are not likely to be
adversely affected by the proposed action. Specifically, the EA
addregsses several species under NMFS jurisdiction: green turtles
(Chelonia mydas); hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys imbricata) ;
Hawaiian monk seals (Monachus schauinslandi); humpback whales
(Megaptera novaeangliae); and sperm whales (Physeter
macrocephalus). The EA concludes that, with the Best Management
Practices and the implementaticn of activities as outlined in the
Incident Action Plan in the unlikely event of an oil release,
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these species and/or critical habitat are not likely to be
adversely affected by the recovery and relocation activities.
NMFS concurs with this determination and hereby concludes the
section 7 consultation process for this action. The reference
number for this consultation is I-PI-01-73: MMD. If project
plans change or additional information become available, this
determination may be reconsidered

Thank you for your congideration. Should you have any gquestions,
please contact John Naughton at 973-2935, extension 211, Alan
Everson at 973-2935, extension 212 or Margaret Akamine Dupree at
973-2935 extension 210.

Sincerely,

[

Rebecca Lent, Ph.D.
Regional Administrator

Copies Furnished:

Ms. Leona Stevenson, Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean
Blvd.,Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 50802-4213

Mr. James Slawson, Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean Blwvd.,
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802-4213

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, P.0O. Box 5003, Honolulu,
Hawaii 96850

U.S8. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental Services, P.0. Box
50088, Honolulu, HI 96850

Clean Water Branch, Environmental Management Division, Hawaii
State Department of Health, P.0. Box 3378, Honolulu, HI 96801-
3386

Hawaii State Department of Business, Economic Development and
Touriem, Office of Planning, Coastal Zone Management Program,
P.0. Box 2359, Honolulu, HI 96804

State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources,
Division of Agquatic Resourcee, P.0. Box 621, Honolulu, HI
96809

US Army Corpe of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, Building 230, Fort
Shafter, HI 96858 '
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