Kers wllu promiised that they could get

THE Motu Koita Assembly (MKA)
has expressed great appreciation for
the free-of-charge medical services
provided by the visiting United
States navy hospital ship, USNS
Mercy in Port Moresby from Aug 4
to 8.

Assembly President Hon Miria -
Ikupu said many people. including
those from Motu Koita villages
were -grateful of receiving medical

surgery, dental treatment and oth-
ers.

“On behalf of the Motu Koita
people, I sincerely. thank the med-
ical staff and crew of USNS Mercy
for providing very. important and.in
some cases life-saving treatment at
no cost at all to the recipients.

“Some of the surgical operations
and medical treatment given to the
people were ‘life saving for- many
.who could not. afford such first
class treatment because of the huge -
medical expenses both within PNG
and abroad. .

“The large number of people who
lined up seeking medical treatment

from USNS Mercy during the
whole week in an indicative of the
fact that PNG’s current health serv-
ices are appalling and need urgent
government attention.
- “T salute the commanding officer
of USNS Mercy, all the doctors,
nurses -and- other medical staff

who assisted in one way or another

treatment including undergoing |}

together with all local volunteers: -
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A patient being treated on the ship.

to providiug ‘very important med-

ical .service to -our people at
‘Hanuabada, Elevala,-Gabi, Tatana,
Baruni, Pari and Gaire in Central
prevmce and other Motu Koita vil-
iages within and ontside the city
boundary,” Mr Ikupu said. - .
. He also thanked the United States
government and the US ambassador
to PNG for including Papua New
Guinea, particularly Port Moresby
under the 2008 Pacific Partnership
Medical Mission programme. -
Meanwhile, Mr Ikupu has chal-

. ~Jenged-the British .and- Australian
 Governments, as “former™: colonial -

adnnmstmxors of PNG to con31der

. similar programmes, but in educa-
tion and infrastructure sectors.

-“I call on the British- and
Australian governments to serious-
ly consider engaging their service
personnel and others to provide for

civil projects, water and sewerage, -

_community - projects, teachers,
building educational institutions as
well as in road and other infrastruc-
fure projects.

“Whilst we appreciate their con-

-tributions in the past, as former =

colonial administrators, the British
and Australian governments should
consider -shifting away from just

- providing donor funds and budget— -

ary support to the PNG govem—
ment. -
“Instead 1he two govemments
_should fund and engage ‘their own.
_ citizens and companies to come te
"PNG pronde such services. .

,giaﬂocalc for designated projects will-
'in tangible development which the

" proud of” he said..

Mr Tkupu. satd]ns suggestion was
in view of PNG being increasingly |
::5percewed as g-gountry with very |
- poOr governan record. ravaged by
erime. and carn.lpuon

IT’S THE third mommg of tbe
,Bougamml!es y
- Commiittee on. HIV and AIDS, the

International AIDS Conference in-
Mezxico City and the Honorable
Francesca Semoso, De ty-Speaker
of Parliament for Boagamvﬂlc is sit-
ting on a mat at the Pacific Meeting
House, yet her passion and desite to

a makeadﬁfcrenccmthemxdsmfdw

crimination and human rights abuses
are such she can barely stay still.

“It is my- nght to be. gay, or les-
bian, or to enjoy. same sex mamage,
everywhere in the Pacific,” she
declared. “Similarly, we ‘need to edu-
cate our youth to be responsible and
pracnce safe sex, rather than tell
them ‘no’ and shun them.”

“Being judgmental, and curtailing
discussions about sex and sexual
health, is simply not helpful.”
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Honorable Semoso is attending the

_ conference in Mcxu.u(ﬁ!y to advo--

cate for ‘more accountability - from
leaders who made a commitment. to
address HIV.

" She - ‘says this comnntment

_includes upholding the right. of sex

workers and men who have sex with
men to access “health setvices ‘and
prevention programs without being
stigmatized by health workers. It

-also includes the right of all women,

married or smgle, to say no to
unwanted sex.

“If we can address domestic vio-
lence women'’s human rights in the
region, we’ll be much closer to
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needed to add ressAIl—'

addressmg HIV. successfully,
said, .

_ The Honorable Semoso argued
that Pacific societies need to exame
ine their cultures and pull together
the positive aspects as a collectivity,

then add what works at a global-

level.

‘Meanwhile, for the first time since
‘the biennial International AIDS -
Conferences began, a plenary on sex-
between men was presented this -
~ most unpmtant step towards ending
- the stigmatization of-men who have

Durmg the plena:y, Dr. Saavedra,
head of the National
Programme in Mexico, said that in
most countries, men who have sex
with men have higher prevalence
rates of HIV than other groups. But
only 31 percent of countries had
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reported separatc data fqr this g;mup
according to UNAIDS, '
“Every time we do prevalcnee

studies among men who have sex

with- men,: we get the same, consi
" tent results. The best way of denying
this reality-is to-not look at these
* results;’to not doamyresearch at all

believe the sﬂmtzﬁc evxdeace said
Dr. Saavedm
. Yet, Dr.: Saavedra argued that the

- sex with men is to talk-about it. -
" “It is necessary to say it aloud,
- speak openly about it; because -
people keep denying this reality, it -
will be very difficult to- work’wnh
these men to prevent AID S
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;- “By adopting this method, funds |

- on this population, or simply, to not "

Digicel launches
mobﬂe"mUsncf’

DIGICEL PRG has Iauncked xts

{ first . -“pationwide Mobile Music

oadshow to celébrate its st -year
aﬁmVersary in PN last weekend.

Digicel, in partnership with Tofal
Events PNG, Yumi and Nau FM
Radio, took: to the streets of Port
Moresby last Friday and Saturday
with a’ special birthday mobile

‘| music roadshow offering fun and
entértainment for young and old at
1~ its Digicel Flagship outlets:

The birthday mobile music road-

= shows will hit the streets of Lae, Mt

Hagen and’ Kokopo starting next
Saturday ;, August 9th and will con-
tinue . the fouowmg Saturday,
August 16th. -

Dlglecl slaff were cmcrtamed by
a~surpnse visit last- Fnday, ‘on the
.- Digicel office premises, by the spe-
cial Mobile Music Roadshow as.it
kicked off its activities -in Port

actually be spent on thern resulting f,,;Mnresby city. The ‘staff-got-a taste

of the birthday celebrations ‘and

,taxpayers of donor nations will be [ were treated on live clown acts,

karaoke, music and- dancing, ‘Tive
fadic cross pvers with- Yumi: and
Nau FM nd 2 speclal staff mfﬂe 10
top )

--Digi ceLPNG CEQ, John Mangos
sa;d af ‘the -évent: “D;g;cel 84ys a
- big thank you ‘to all its -Customers
across the nation for joiming the
Bigger, Better Network and- would
like to celebrate its Ist biﬂhday in

- Since launchiyn"g in "Papua New

Gumea on 20 July, 2007 Digicel

€ iMe/CrethU local and inter-
ational Call  Me, DigiINFO,

if.” WebFLEX “and’ the - latest -addition,

the new  postpaid business pack-
ages, bnngmg even greater vaIue to
the castomer |

’only 12 toea. We hope you join- in
our celebrations and- continue . to -
; a& rates “and

PR PRy, o £

R B

i PPy

o Pt

e o T 2 e P

e

R

e S




