QUESTIONS:





1.	True or false, a member with six awards of the Navy Achievement medal will wear five gold stars on the ribbon.





2.	Which letter device is authorized for wear on the Navy Rifle/Pistol Marksmanship ribbon for those who qualify as sharpshooter?





	a.	Bronze "N"


	b.	Bronze "S"


	c.	Bronze "E"


	d.	Bronze "V"





3.	The Oakleaf Cluster is only worn on which of the following ribbons:





	a.	The Joint Meritorious Unit Award


	b.	The Defense Service Medal


	c.	The Vietnam Memorial Medal


	d.	Both a. and b.





4.	Who maintains the master list of military decorations warded to Naval Personnel by all awarding authorities?





	a.	Secretary of the Navy


	b.	Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals


	c.	Chief of Naval Operations


	d.	Chief of Naval Personnel (Bupers 401D)





5.	The Board of Decorations and Medals:





	a.	Recommends action on awards submitted to SECNAV for 


		approval.


	b.	Reviews correspondence and directives regarding awards priro to approval by SECNAV.


	c.	Maintains the master file of Military decorations 


		awarded to Navy personnel.


	d.	All of the above.
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Section 2. - MISCELLANEOUS.





120. PRECEDENCE OF AWARDS. The precedence of U.S. military and non-military decorations, medals, ribbons and badges authorized for personnel of the Navy and Marine Corps is listed in Appendix C of this chapter.





121. WEARING OF AWARDS. Active duty, retired, and discharged


personnel are authorized to wear awards as prescribed by the provisions of this instruction and the applicable provisions of the U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations or Marine Corps Uniform Regulations, as appropriate.





122. ATTACHMENTS TO BE WORN ON RIBBONS AND MEDALS





1. Stars. All stars will be worn with two points (rays)


pointing down. The larger size (5/16 inch for naval military decorations and 3/16 inch for unit, campaign and service awards, with the exception of the Navy “E” Ribbon) is worn on the suspension ribbon of the large medal and service ribbon or ribbon bar to denote subsequent awards received. The smaller size (1/8 inch) is worn on miniature medals. For personal naval military decorations, gold stars are used for the 2nd through the 5th, 7th through l0th, and so forth. For unit, campaign and service awards, with the exception of the Navy “E” Ribbon, bronze stars are used for the 2nd through the 5th, 7th through 10th, and so forth. Silver stars are used for the 6th, llth, and so forth, in lieu of five gold or bronze stars.





2. Letter Devices





	a.	Silver “E" (1/8 inch) is authorized for wear on the


Navy "E" Ribbon for first, second and third awards. For four or more awards one wreathed “E” centered on the ribbon bar is authorized.





	b.	Silver "E"(1/4 inch block letter) is authorized for


wear on the ribbon bar of the Expert Rifleman and Expert Pistol Shot Medals.





	c.	Gold Block Letter "N" is authorized for wear on the


Presidential Unit Citation ribbon bar by those personnel who served on USS NAUTILUS (SSN 571) from 22 July to 5 August 1958.





	d.	Bronze “S" (1/4 inch block) is authorized for wear on the Navy Rifle/Pistol Marksmanship ribbon bar for those who qualify as sharpshooter. 





	e.	Bronze “V” (Combat Distinguishing Device). Prior


to 4 April 1974 the “V" could be authorized for wear on the


Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation Medal and Navy Achievement Medal. Subsequent to 4 April 1974 the “V” may be authorized for wear on the following combat decorations: Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation Medal and Navy Achievement Medal. The "V" is authorized for wear on these decorations if the award is for acts or services involving direct participation in combat operations. In all cases, the Combat Distinguishing


Device may only be worn if specifically authorized in the


citation. Eligibility for the Combat Distinguishing Device shall be based solely on acts or services by individuals who are exposed to personal hazard due to direct hostile actions, and not upon the geographical area in which the acts or services are performed. Each case must be judged by its own merits. 





3. Miscellaneous Devices





	a.	Fleet Marine Force Combat Operation Insignia is a


miniature bronze Marine Corps emblem and is authorized for Navy personnel who have served on duty with and have been attached to FMF units in active combat with an armed enemy beginning with World War II. The Insignia will be worn centered on the suspension ribbon and ribbon bar of World War II area campaign medals, Korean Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal and upon approval of SECNAV, on other appropriate medals authorized for any future wars, conflicts or insurrections. This authorization applies to Navy personnel attached to and operating with FMF units, and Navy personnel attached to Navy units operating with


FMF units and under FMF operational control. Attachment to or operations with a Marine unit is not sufficient to establish eligibility for this insignia. The Marine unit must be or have been engaged in actual combat action during the period of the individual’s service with the unit.





	b.	Bronze Arabic Numerals (5/16 inch) are authorized


for wear on the Air Medal to denote total number of Strike/Flight awards.





	c.	Oak-Leaf Cluster. The oak-leaf cluster is only


worn on the service and suspension ribbon of all Defense


decorations and the Joint Meritorious Unit Award. The larger size (13/32 inch) is worn on the suspension ribbon of the medal and the smaller size (5/16 inch) on the service ribbon or ribbon bar.  The bronze oak-leaf cluster is used for the 2nd through 5th, 7th through 10th, and so forth. A silver oak-leaf cluster is used for the 6th, llth and so forth, entitlement or award, or in lieu of five bronze oak-leaf clusters.





	d.	Additional attachments which have limited application are listed with the awards to which they apply.





123. MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS





1.	The Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals


(NDBDM) maintains the master list of military decorations awarded by all awarding authorities.





2.	Each delegated awarding authority will maintain permanent records of awards processed.





3.	Each activity holding individual service records will


make appropriate entries on unit awards, campaign and service medals.





124. AWARDS INQUIRIES-PRIOR SERVICE





1.	Inquiries regarding prior service awards shall be initiated by the individual’s commanding officer and forwarded directly to that service as shown below:





National Personnel Records Center


Military Personnel Records (Indicate (Army) (Navy)


(Marine Corps) (Air Force) (Coast Guard))


9700 Page Blvd.


St. Louis, MO 63132-5100





2.	Include the following prior service data in each request:





	a.	Full name, grade\rate at time of discharge.





	b.	Service security number.





	c.	Periods active duty\reserve duty.





	d.	Date of number (if service before 1972) and social


of service - indicate periods of active duty, last discharge.





	e.	Organization: Regiment, battalion, etc., during


period for which inquiry is made.





	f.	Date and place of birth.





	g.	Address at time of last discharge.





125. PUBLIC DISPLAY OF MEDALS AND RIBBONS -





1.	Government Agencies. Medals and ribbons for official


display may be provided to major military or headquarters of other government agencies having facilities for attractive, dignified and secure display. One set may be furnished on a no-cost basis by the CNO or CMC.





2.	Civilian Institutions. Medals and ribbons may be furnished at cost price (including cost of engraving, packing, and shipping) to museums, libraries, and to national headquarters of historical, numismatic and military societies, and to institutions of such public nature as will assure an opportunity for the public to view the exhibits under circumstances beneficial to the DON .





3.	Display Sets.  Sets of display medals and ribbons will


consist of currently issued personal decorations, unit awards and those service campaign medals for World War II and subsequent periods.  Medals for service prior to World War II will not be furnished since only minimum essential quantities are available for issue to authorized recipients. Decorations furnished for display will be engraved with the word ‘Display.”





4.	Security of Display. All displays must be placed in


secure areas in locked cases.





5.	Requests for Display. Requests for display medals should


be addressed to the CNO (OP-09B33) or CMC (Code MHM), as


appropriate. The following information must be included:





	a.	Manner of display.





	b.	Description of security measures for display area.





	c.	Number of visitors per year.





	d.	Cost of admission fee, if any.





	e.	Any other pertinent information that will assist in


reaching a decision.





126. THE NAVY DEPARTMENT BOARD OF DECORATIONS AND MEDALS





1.	The Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals


(NDBDM) was established in 1919 by the Secretary of the Navy to provide assistance and advice in all matters of policy, procedures and administration with regard to decorations and medals in the DON. The Board is guided by laws, executive orders, and SECNAV policy. The Board:





	a.	Reviews and recommends appropriate action on awards


submitted to SECNAV for approval.





	b.	Reviews the awards issued by all delegated authorities to ensure that such awards are in consonance with SECNAV policy.





	c.	Recommends policy and procedures for awards and


related subjects to SECNAV to maintain and preserve the high standards and integrity of the DON awards system.





	d.	Reviews correspondence, instructions, and directives


regarding awards prior to approval by SECNAV.





	e.	Maintains close liaison with the CNO, the CMC and the commanders with delegated award authority on all matters pertaining to awards.





	f.	Maintains liaison with the other services to exchange information on award policy and procedures.


	g.	Maintains the master file of military decorations


awarded to Navy and Marine Corps personnel.�



ANSWERS:





1.	False.  See Article 122  1.


2.	b.	See Article 122 2.


3.	d.	See Article 122 3.


4.	b.	See Article 123 1.


5.	d.	See Article 126








Questions?  Comments?  Call YNC Towner at 471-5486.


