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PART ONE

BASIC AND SPECIAL PAY

CHAPTER 01

CREDITABLE SERVICE

0101 SERVICE WHICH IS CREDITABLE

010101. General


A.
The military pay and personnel systems use a variety of dates to determine various

entitlements. Among them is the date which denotes how much service a member has for the

purpose of determining longevity pay rates. The Army refers to this as the pay entry basic date, the Navy and Marine Corps refer to this as the pay entry base date, while the Air Force calls it simply the pay date. This chapter will refer to it as the basic pay date, which is defined as reflecting all service which is creditable towards longevity.


B.
The member's servicing personnel office is responsible for providing, when necessary, a statement of service which can include the basic pay date, total active Federal military service date, total commissioned Federal military service date, and a variety of other dates, depending on the nature of the individual member's service. This regulation details only the computation of the basic pay date, since service personnel regulations control the computation of all other dates.

010102. Computation of Creditable Service. 

For most members who enter and serve on active duty without a break in service, the basic pay date is the date the member enters active or inactive service.  If however, there is a break in service, the time between periods of service usually is not included.  Also, there are statutory periods when service in a particular component may not be counted. Conversely, there are periods for which some members are given constructive service, even though they were not actually serving on active or inactive duty. Use the following to compute basic pay date when there has been a break in service of any kind or if there is a need to  include constructive service.

010103. Creditable Service Periods. 

Include active or inactive service in any of the following components without restriction:


A.
Air Force, Army, Naval, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard Reserves.


B.
Air Force of the United States service without specification of component).


C.
Air National Guard.


D.
Air National Guard of the United States.


E.
Army of the United States (service without specification of component).


F.
Army National Guard.


G.
Army National Guard of the United States.


H.
National Guard.


I.
National Guard of the United States.


J.
Nurse Corps and Nurse Corps Reserve of the Public Health Service.


K.
Public Health Service and Reserve Corps of the Public Health Service.


L.
Regular service in the Army, Air Force, Navy, Coast Guard, and Marine Corps.

010104. Other Creditable Service (With Restrictions as Noted). 

Include the following periods of service:


A. Officer, deck officer, or junior engineer service in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, including similar periods of service in the former corps of the Environmental Science Services Administration and the US Coast and Geodetic Survey.


B.
Service on a military service retired list, temporary disability retired list, or honorary retired list of any uniformed service, or service as a member of the Fleet Reserve or Fleet Marine Corps Reserve.


C.
Any period of service during which a member is entitled to retired, retirement, or retainer pay from any Uniformed Service.


D.
Any period of service during which the member is entitled to compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs on account of service.


E.
Periods after 11 December 1941, when an enlisted member is retained after expiration of term of service of an Armed Force for medical care or hospitalization for disease or injury incident to service. Do not credit such periods of service if the underlying medical condition requiring medical care or hospitalization was due to the member's misconduct.


F.
Service otherwise creditable that is performed before a member reaches the statutory age for enlistment unless the enlistment contract was voided or invalidated for fraud.


G.
Active service performed as a temporary member of the Coast Guard Reserve.


H.
Service terminated by desertion or dishonorable discharge, unless the enlistment was fraudulent and was voided for that reason.


I. Service as a cadet or midshipman at a military service academy is always creditable service for an enlisted member. See table 1-1 to determine whether such service is creditable for

commissioned and warrant officers.


J.
Periods of service when a member is detailed to and receiving pay and allowances from any other agency of the United States, even though accrual of military pay and allowances is

suspended.


K.
Service as a member of the Army, Navy, or Air Force Reserve Officers' Training Corps, provided the member has concurrent Reserve status. Do not credit such service after

13 October 1964, for commissioned or warrant officers.


L. Effective 26 December 1974, service as an aviation midshipman under the Act of 13 August 1946, 60 Stat. 1057, reference (a)).


M. Service as an enlisted member in the Reserves before beginning active duty in a Regular component, provided the member enlisted in the Reserve component before 1 January, 1985. This is frequently referred to as the delayed enlistment program.


N. Inactive service as an enlisted member in the Reserves between the time of enlistment and the date the member began active duty, or active duty for training, in a Reserve component,

provided the member enlisted in the Reserve component before 28 November 1989. If the enlistment began after 27 November 1989, it is creditable service only if the enlisted Reserve member performed inactive duty training before beginning service on active duty for training.


O. Any period of service which was creditable under a law in effect on 10 January 1962.

