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18. Action





	a.	Commanding officers of all naval activities (both active


and reserve) shall:





		(1)	Ensure that all members, both officers and enlisted


personnel, receive SBP counseling and are provided a copy of


NAVPERS 15617A (Stock Number 0500-LP-210-3600) "SBP for the


Uniformed Services." In situations in which the retiring member


and the member's spouse are geographically separated, a copy of


this publication shall be mailed to the member's spouse no later


than 90 days prior to the member's date of retirement.





		(2)	Ensure that all members retiring or transferring to


Fleet Reserve are afforded an opportunity to elect participation


in SBP with coverage other than that which is provided


automatically, and that the opportunity to make the election be`


provided not later than 45 days prior to the date of the member's retirement or transfer to the Fleet Reserve. (Reserve personnel must make an RC-SBP election within 90 days following receipt of notification of eligibility for retired pay (NOE) or an SBP election at the time the member makes application for retired pay.)





		(3)	If the member has a spouse, every effort should be


made to counsel the member's spouse, with or without the member's expressed consent. Counseling of the member's spouse should be conducted by telephone, when possible, if the spouse is unable to be present for face-to-face counseling. If a language barrier between the counselor and a member's spouse prevents the spouse from being properly counseled, every practical means shall be expended to ensure the spouse is made fully aware of the ramifications of various options. If the counselor is not certain that the spouse understands the information provided, the counselor must not witness the member's election certificate, and the member will be automatically enrolled at the maximum level. (The member retains the option of requesting an administrative error correction from the Chief of Naval Personnel.)





			(a)	If a married member elects not to participate in SBP, or elects to participate at less than the maximum level, or elects coverage for children only, the member's spouse must concur in writing with the member's election by signing Section VIII of DD 2656. (For Reserve personnel, on the RC-SBP election


certificate (NRPC 1772/3).)





			(b)	If a member's spouse's signature cannot be


obtained, automatic coverage at the maximum level will be


instituted on the member's date of retirement by DFAS-CL.


Elections so instituted may be later corrected upon request by the member in accordance with paragraph 16. A properly completed and notarized affidavit providing spousal concurrence must accompany the member's request for an administrative error correction. 





			(c)	A married member may make an election for less


than maximum coverage without spousal concurrence if the member


establishes to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Navy that the spouse's whereabouts cannot be determined or that, due to exceptional circumstances, seeking the spouse's consent would


otherwise be inappropriate. Such exceptional circumstances will


be evaluated by commanding officers on a case by case basis. The


commanding officer's determination will be attached to member's


DD 2656.





		(4)	Ensure that all SBP elections are endorsed and


forwarded to DFAS-CL prior to each member's date of retirement,


but not later than 45 days prior to that date. (See paragraph 7.)





		(5)	Provide DFAS-CL with timely and accurate dependency


data at the time retirement orders are forwarded for each new


retiree by accomplishing the following:





			(a)	Automatic maximum SBP coverage will be based on


those dependents on Part II of the Dependency Application/Record


of Emergency Data, NAVPERS 1070/602, in the member's service


record. Ensure that the prospective retiree reviews this form to


verify that it reflects current dependency status.





			(b)	The following statement shall be typed in the


blank area below item 80 on the back of the member's Record of


Emergency Data.





"I certify that I have been briefed on, and


understand fully, the provisions and choices under the Survivor


Benefit Plan, Public Law 92-425, as outlined in BUPERSINST 1750.11 and that I have (elected, declined) (full, reduced) coverage for (spouse, spouse and child(ren), children only, a former spouse, former spouse and child(ren), natural person). I further certify that my dependency status as stated herein is correct." ___________________________ ___________________ _____


Signature of counselor/witness Signature of member Date





Upon completion of SBP counseling and verification of dependency


status, ensure that both the counselor and member sign and date


the above statement as annotated on the member's NAVPERS 1070/602 which shall be retained in his/her service record. A copy shall be forwarded to DFAS-CL together with a copy of the member's retirement/transfer orders. An additional copy shall be kept on file by the separating activity for a period of 2 years.





	(6)	Notify DFAS-CL by message or letter, in the event that a date of retirement is changed or canceled to void the SBP


election or automatic participation.





		(7)	Notify in writing the spouse of a member who is


married on the date of entitlement to retired pay and elects to


cover a former spouse under subparagraph 5d. (The member's


separating activity (or NAVRESPERSCEN for Reserve members) may


also make this notification.)


