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Subj: SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN (SBP)


 


(continuing from Paragraph 4.)





	j.	The term "widow" means the surviving wife of a deceased


retiree who:





		(1)	Was married to him on the date he became eligible for retired pay and was married to him when he died; or





		(2)	Married the retiree after he retired, and was married to him at least 1 year immediately before his death, and was married to him when he died; or





		(3)	Married the retiree after he was retired, was married to him when he died, but was married to him for less than 1 year immediately before his death, provided she is the mother of a living issue by that marriage.





	k.	The term "widower" means the surviving husband of a


deceased retiree who:





		(1)	Was married to her on the date she became eligible


for retired pay and was married to her when she died; or





		(2)	Married the retiree after she was retired, was


married to her at least 1 year immediately before her death, and


was married to her when she died; or





		(3)	Married the retiree after she was retired, was


married to her when she died, but was married to her for less


than 1 year immediately before her death, provided he is the


father of a living issue by that marriage.





	l.	The term "dependent child" means any unmarried child


who is:





		(1)	Under 18 years of age, or at least 18 but under 22 if pursuing a full-time course of study or training in a high


school, trade school, technical or vocational institute, junior


college, university, or comparable recognized educational


institution: or





		(2)	Incapable of self-support because of a mental or


physical incapacity which existed before their 18th birthday or


after the 18th birthday if the incapacity was incurred before age 22 during pursuance of a full-time course of study or training.





		(3)	An adopted child, stepchild, foster child, or


recognized natural child who lived with the retiree in a regular


parent-child relationship. In addition, to qualify as a


dependent child, a foster child must reside with the retiree at


the time of death, receive over one-half of their support from


the retiree, and not be cared for under a social agency contract.





NOTE: For the purpose of this definition, a child whose 22nd


birthday occurs before 1 July of a calendar year while pursuing a full-time course of study or training is considered to become


22 years of age on the first day of July of that same calendar


year. A child whose 22nd birthday occurs after 31 August of a


calendar year while pursuing a full-time course of study or


training is considered to become 22 years of age on the first day of July of the next calendar year. Students will continue to be considered as such during the interim between school years but not for periods longer than 150 days. Students must provide bona fide evidence of intent to continue study or training in the same or different school during the school semester or other period into which the school year is divided.





NOTE: In the case of an incapacitated child, such incapacity


must be substantiated by a current (within 1 year) physician


statement before eligibility is extended beyond the 18th or 22nd


birthday. The statement should contain information regarding the


nature and extent of the disability upon which the conclusion that the child was incapacitated was based. The statement should also include information as to whether, in medical opinion, the child's condition is such that the child is rendered incapable of self-support, i.e., incapable of sustaining an earning capacity sufficient to meet their personal financial needs. An


incapacitated child's continued eligibility will be revalidated


every 2 years, unless prognosis indicates recovery is impossible


and that the disability is such that the child will never be


capable of sustaining an earning capacity to meet personal


financial needs.





	m.	The term "postmark/receipt date of election" means the


date of receipt by DFAS-CL, or in those cases where the execution of that member's election intent might be detrimental, the date of postmark of their election. The SBP coverage becomes effective on the date of receipt of the election for members retired prior to 21 September 1972 and on date of retirement for members retired on or after 21 September 1972. SBP coverage becomes effective on the date of receipt of an election of a person who is not married and is without a dependent child upon becoming eligible to participate in the Plan.





	n.	The term "DIC" means Dependency and Indemnity


Compensation. DIC is a compensation program administered by the


Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and is authorized for widows, widowers, unmarried children under 18 (as well as certain helpless children and those between 18 and 23 if attending a VA-approved school), and certain parents of service personnel or veterans who died on or after 1 January 1957 from:





		(1) a disease or injury incurred or aggravated in line of


duty while on active duty or active duty for training; or





		(2) an injury incurred or aggravated in line of duty while on inactive duty for training; or





		(3) a disability otherwise compensable under laws


administered by VA.





	o.	The term "MIW" refers to minimum income widow payments, a


type of annuity payable under SBP. (Refer to subparagraph 5e(4).)





	p.	The term "former spouse" means the surviving former


husband or wife of a member who is eligible to participate in the plan.





	q.	The term "court order" means a court's final decree of


divorce, dissolution, or annulment, or a court-ordered, ratified, or approved property settlement incident to such a decree (including a final decree modifying the terms of a previously issued decree of divorce, dissolution, or annulment, or of a court ordered, ratified, or approved property settlement agreement incident to such previously issued decree).


