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(cont from Para 6.e.)





	f.	Except as provided, elections are irrevocable after the


award of retired pay and are not voided by recall to active duty.





The following examples are exceptions in which elections may be


either changed or revoked:





		(1) If a member who had no children on date of retirement


elected to provide coverage for a spouse, the member may change


that election to include coverage for a child or children acquired later, as specified in subparagraph 7b.





		(2)	If a member who was unmarried on date of retirement


elected to provide coverage for dependent child(ren), the member


may change that election to include coverage for a spouse if the


member subsequently marries, as specified in subparagraph 7b.





		(3)	If a member elected to provide coverage for a person


with an insurable interest, the member may change that election to provide coverage for a spouse and/or dependent child(ren) acquired later, as specified in subparagraph 5c. For example: If a member elects insurable interest for an only child prior to retirement and acquires a spouse after retirement, the election can be changed to reflect spouse or spouse and child.





		(4)	Upon notification by the member that the member no longer has an eligible dependent child, DFAS-CL shall terminate


coverage for dependent child(ren), and the cost of children


coverage shall cease effective the first day of the month


following the month of receipt of the notification. Unless such


notification is received, DFAS-CL shall continue deductions for


child coverage until the youngest child's 22nd birthday.


(5) Elections made by the Secretary of the Navy on behalf


of a member declared mentally incompetent may be changed or


revoked by the member concerned within 180 days after such member has been subsequently determined to be mentally competent by appropriate authority. Further information on mental incompetency is found in paragraph 15.





		(5)	A retiree may discontinue participation in SBP if the member has been continuously rated totally disabled by the VA 10 years or more or has been so rated continuously for 5 years following the last discharge or release from military service.





	g.	Elections are Effective Upon:





		(1)	Date of retirement for members not yet retired.





		(2)	Date of postmark/receipt at DFAS-CL when submitted by members already retired.





		(3)	Date established by the Secretary of the Navy or his


designee in the case of mentally incompetent members.





	h.	Elections shall be submitted on DD 2656. See enclosure (1) for an example of an election certificate.





	i.	All items on DD 2656 must be completed. If an item does


not apply, either "none" or "N/A" shall be entered in the appropriate block. IF A REDUCED LEVEL OF COVERAGE IS DESIRED,


NOTE THAT THE AMOUNT OF THE RETIRED PAY DESIRED TO BE DESIGNATED


AS THE BASE AMOUNT SHOULD BE LISTED, NOT THE AMOUNT OF ANNUITY


THAT IS DESIRED. Only one of the election types listed may be


chosen.





	j.	The signature of a spouse in block 35 of DD 2656,


indicating concurrence with a member's election to decline


participation or to participate at a reduced level or with child


only coverage, should be witnessed by the Navy counselor who


provided SBP counseling to the member and the member's spouse. If it is not possible for the counselor to witness a spouse's


signature on an election certificate, the spouse's signature


should be witnessed by a commissioned officer. If it is not


possible for either the member's command career counselor or a


commissioned officer to witness the spouse's signature, the spouse must sign the certificate in the presence of a notary public and have the election certificate properly notarized.





NOTE: The member's and spouse's signature dates should be identical. If the DD 2656 is mailed to the spouse, the member


completes the election form except for the spouse's signature and signature date. Both signatures must occur within a reasonable time period not to exceed 30 days.





	k.	The DD 2656 shall be completed and signed by the member,


the member's spouse (if the member elects less than maximum


coverage or child only coverage), and witnessed in accordance with paragraph 7j, dated and distributed as follows:





		(1)	Original - forwarded to DFAS-CL via the commanding


officer of the activity processing the member's retirement prior


to the member's date of retirement, but not later than 45 days


prior to that date.





		(2)	Copies - one to the member's service record, one to


the member, and one retained by command for 2 years.


l. If a member is physically disabled to the extent that the


member cannot sign the election certificate, the member shall be


assisted in marking "X" in the signature block, and the signatures of two witnesses shall follow it.





	m.	A member may change an original election prior to their


date of retirement. To do so, a member must submit a new DD 2656


which should be annotated in red at the top of Section VII: "THIS ELECTION REVOKES PREVIOUS ELECTION." The new election will be accepted by DFAS-CL provided that it is received prior to the


member's date of retirement.





	n.	A member cannot withdraw from the plan once participation


is in effect unless the member is later determined to be totally


disabled as specified in paragraph 7f(6). When a member who is


participating in the plan to protect a spouse and/or child no


longer has an eligible beneficiary, SBP premium deductions from


the member's retired pay are suspended, but SBP participation is


not terminated. Costs will resume if the member subsequently


acquires an eligible beneficiary. Members should advise DFAS-CL


of any change in marital/dependency status to preclude the


accumulation of indebtedness for uncollected SBP premiums.


